
facebook.com/thekabultimes twitter.com/thekabultimes www.thekabultimes.com

Kabul o
Kandahar 28 Herat 23 Jalalabad 23 Mazar-e-Sharif 21 Bamyan 08

Founded in 1962

13
o o o o 0

info@thekabultimes.gov.af

Hoot 21-1401 Sunday 12 March 2023 INo: 97- Vol: LIX

RainyRainy SunnySunny RainySunny

KABUL: Acting Minister of
Mines and Petroleum Mawlavi
Shahabuddin Delawar said that 80
million U.S. dollars will be invest-
ed in the extraction of ten oil wells
in the country, a statement from
the ministry said the other day.

$80m to be invested in oil
extraction: Delawar

“A private company has won
the processing and transfer of up
to 20,000 tons of extracted crude
oil from the Amu Darya basin
through free bidding by paying
200,000 U.S. Dollars as a bill,”
the statement quoted the acting

minister as saying.
The company won the bid by

paying 540 U.S. dollars per ton
and has put 200,000 U.S. dollars
as a bill that will help the extract-
ed oil transfer begin soon, the
statement added.

The Chinese National Oil
Company (CNOC) which is re-
sponsible for the extraction of oil
from the Amu Darya basin, said it
will invest 162 million U.S. dol-
lars in the oil extraction field in
the country. Meanwhile, some
economic experts say that the ex-
traction and processing of oil is
an important step that will pro-
vide job opportunities for tens of
Afghans and support the coun-
try’s economy. The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Ministry of
Finance of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan has said in a
statement that up to 11 billion
and 336 million Afghanis have
been collected as revenues this
outgoing year 11 months.

The amount collected from
the country’s provincial office
of revenues shows an increase

Over 11 bln Afghanis collected as

provincial revenues this year, ministry
of 2.1 billion Afghanis com-
pared with the past years, ac-
cording to the statement.

Earlier, the ministry said
that the General Directorate of
Customhouses for the first
time before the end of the fis-
cal year completed its revenue
target which was 105 billion
Afghanis.

The main reason behind
the increase in the revenue was
good management, fighting
corruption in the customhous-
es, the appointment of profes-
sional cadres and the exemp-
tion of tax penalties for the
country’s businessmen and
traders, according to the state-
ment.   The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Ministry of
Information and Culture (MoIC),
in a ceremony, celebrated the Cul-
tural Heritage Protection day on
Saturday.

The ceremony was held at the
Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture compound, where at the out-
set, the Deputy Minister for Cul-
ture and Art Mawlavi Atiqullah
Azizi said: “An appropriate
ground has now been provided for
the development of the country,
especially for the protection of
historical monuments and cultur-
al heritages.”

Azizi assured of the minis-
try’s efforts for the protection of
historical monuments and cultur-
al heritages in the remote areas of
the country and said that cultural
issues, humanitarian aid and re-
construction works should not be
politicalized and that the interna-

MoIC marks Cultural Heritage Preservation Day

tional community and foreign in-
stitutions should cooperate in the
preservation of Afghanistan’s de-
velopment, especially the cultur-
al heritage.

In the meantime, Deputy
Minister of Information and Cul-
ture for publication affairs, Maw-
lavi Hayatullah Muhajir Farahi
said that Afghanistan was an an-
cient country and the cradle of civ-
ilization and that there were
countless historical sites and mon-
uments in the country.

“About 2, 000 historical ob-
jects have been registered recent-
ly in the country, while thousands
of others are already available in
the country,” Farahi told in the
ceremony. He called the country’s
historical relics the identity and
history of the people and that the
Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture has paid special attention to
the preservation of the country’s
historical relics and prevented the
illegal hunting and smuggling of
the artifacts in cooperation with

other institutions.
Also, the acting director of the

National Museum, Mohammad
Zubair Ebadi said that the protec-
tion of cultural heritage was not
only the responsibility of the
Ministry of Information and Cul-
ture, but also the responsibility
of all Afghan citizens.

He also asked foreign institu-
tions to cooperate with the Min-
istry in protection of the cultural
heritage.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The counter-narcot-
ics personnel have discovered two
drug processing and alcohol pro-
ducing labs and arrested 17 per-
sons for being involvement in five
provinces of the country, a state-
ment from the Ministry of Interi-
or said the other day.

Most of the arrested individ-

Drug labs discovered, 17 arrested in 5 provinces
uals were from northern and cen-
tral provinces, according to the
statement.

Three people with 15 kilo-
grams of hashish in Kabul and
three people for being involved in
dealing drugs in Badakhshan have
been arrested, the statement said.

Meanwhile, a processing al-

cohol lab in Kabul province and
one drug processing lab in Khost
province, have also been discov-
ered and seized, according to the
statement.

According to the statement,
one acre of land has been cleared
of poppy and three people have
been arrested in Daikundi prov-

ince.
Supreme Leader of the Islam-

ic Emirate of Afghanistan Mullah
Hibatullah Akhundzada, in a de-
cree, banned poppy cultivation
and its processing countrywide
with the security forces intensi-
fying efforts against the illegal
phenomenon.  The Kabul Times

KABUL: A five-day exhibi-
tion for women’s domestic prod-
ucts was launched in the western
province of Herat with the par-
ticipation of some women and
culturists of the province.

Head of Herat’s Women
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try Adiba Waziri said that forty-
five booths of women’s domestic
products were displayed in the
exhibition.

Currently, there are five wom-
en’s markets in Herat and now the
suitable situation has caused on
the increase of businesswomen in
the province, she said.

According to her, 1,400 wom-
en are working in small and large
enterprises in the western region
of the country, where 350 of them
are officially licensed and regis-
tered with the Women’s Chamber

Women’s domestics product exhibition held in Herat

of Commerce.
Meanwhile, businesswomen

welcomed holding of such exhibi-
tions and said that displaying
women products could be effec-
tive in the popularization of do-
mestic products and women’s abil-

ity in the province.
In the exhibition, various do-

mestic products such as local
sauce, sweets, clothes, handbags
and shoes, etc. have been dis-
played.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic

MoFA welcomes resumption of diplomatic
relations between Saudi Arabia, Iran

Emirate of Afghanistan has wel-
comed the resumption of diplo-

matic relations between Saudi
Arabia and the Islamic Republic

of Iran, the ministry said in a state-
ment Saturday.

The ministry called it a posi-
tive initiative and a significant step
toward strengthening peace and
stability in the region.

“Considering its balanced for-
eign policy, the IEA deems diplo-
matic development between Sau-
di Arabia and Iran helpful for en-
hanced multilateral relations and
cooperation in the region,” said the
statement.

“We also thank the People’s
Republic of China for hosting the
talks between Saudi Arabia and
Iran for a stable region,” the state-
ment said.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The Ministry of
Interior Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan has
started the process of registra-
tion and issuing license for
vehicles without customs doc-
uments, also known as “key-
only” and right-hand drive ve-
hicles, a statement from the
ministry said the other day.

“While, the key-only vehi-

MoI to issue license for right-hand
drive, key-only vehicles

cles are against the country’s
traffic regulations, the license
distribution process was made
to provide facilities for people,”
the statement quoted Deputy
Interior Minister Mawlavi Mo-
hammad Nabi Omari as saying.

The first condition of es-
tablishing public order is the
implementation of the law
which should be observed by
the Islamic Emirate’s security
forces and should have well
behavior with the traffic per-
sonnel, the statement said.

Meanwhile, Head of Traf-
fic Department General Hasi-
bullah Mukhtar said: “A three-
year temporary license will be
distributed for the key-only
vehicles which their model is
beyond 2000 and the owners
should register their vehicles
within three months.”

The Kabul Times
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Officials of the Islamic Emir-
ate in a message on the occa-
sion of International Women’s
Day congratulated women’s
day to Afghan women.

Deputy Prime Minister for
Political Affairs Mawlavi Ab-
dul Kabir on international
women’s day said that Muslim
women particularly Afghan
women have played a signifi-
cant role in different courses
of the history.

 “Afghan women have
played considerable role in the
development of education and
20 years of Jihad,” Mawlavi
Abdul Kabir said.

He added, Islam gave the
same right for either man and
woman, considers both as the
two wings of the society and
respects the rights of women,
while the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan (IEA) is trying to
do its best to provide a safe
educational and work environ-
ment for Afghan women.

This official of the Emirate
said that the religion of Islam
sees men and women as equal,
considers both as two wings
of society, and respects the
dignity of women. He has em-
phasized that the Islamic Emir-
ate does not want to deceive
women with empty slogans
and false promises and use
them as a tool to get projects
and money.

Meanwhile, IEA is working
seriously to prevent the forced
marriage of widows, discrimi-
natory treatment, and punish-
ing of them without the com-
mitment of any guilt.

Undoubtedly, women have
significant rights in Islam and

IEA committed to providing
women with safe education &

work environment

a woman’s dignity, honor,
property, opinion and vote
should be respected in the so-
ciety, as, there is no difference
between men and women in
human respect and dignity.

Based on Islamic principles
women have the right to edu-
cation, to marry someone of
their choice, to retain their
identity after marriage, to di-
vorce, to work, to own and sell
and live independently under
the Islamic rules.

The pride of the Islamic
system is that from the very
beginning, women have been
recognized as having econom-
ic, political, family, judicial, and
religious rights, and by consid-

ering dowry, alimony and spir-
itual rights, it has provided
women in the family system.

Whenever the Holy Quran
says about perfection and high
human values, women are
mentioned along with men.

In the pagan society of pre-
Islamic Arabia, the status of
women was like slaves who
had no rights and dignity and
Women would not get share
either from parents or spouses
as inheritance and the female
children were considered
shameful and they buried alive,
prostitution was rampant, di-
vorce was only in the hands of
the husband, inheritance was
only for the strong and oppres-

sion was widespread.
According to some au-

thors, before Islam, women had
the status of property and were
considered part of the proper-
ty of their father or husband.

Fortunately, Islam came
and abolished all these prac-
tices and discriminations
against women.

Even now, in a number of
development countries partic-
ularly in the western countries,
women are not granted re-
spect, dignity and honor, let
alone equal pay for equal work,
while, Islam regards women as
precious and valuable crea-
tures and doesn’t allow any-
one to disrespect or disgrace
with them.

The mistreatment of wom-
en in some Middle-Eastern
countries or Muslim families is
due to cultural factors that
some Muslims wrongly follow,
not because of Islam.

Allah created men and
women to be different, with
unique roles, skills and respon-
sibilities. These differences are
not viewed as evidence of su-
periority or inferiority but of
specialization.

In Islam, the family is of
central importance. The man is
responsible for the financial
well-being of the family, while
the woman contributes to the
family’s physical, educational
and emotional well-being.

This encourages coopera-
tion rather than competition.
By fulfilling their mutual re-
sponsibilities, strong families
are created and hence strong
societies. Shukria Kohistani

In a recent bilateral talk held between the special representative of the
Organization of the Islamic Countries (OIC) and the United Nations’ offi-
cials here in Kabul, both sides discussed issues concerning Afghanistan and
the support, the impoverished nation needs.

According to the organization’s recent tweet, Tariq Ali Bakheet of the
OIC and Markus Potzel who headed a delegation of the UN mission met at
the OIC office in Kabul and spoke about various aspects of bilateral coop-
eration between the two sides and how to provide support for the Afghans in
the field of infrastructure projects.

According to reports, last week, leading a delegation of the OIC, Ali
Bakheet arrived in Kabul and then (on Wednesday) met with Foreign Minis-
ter of the Islamic Emirate Mawlavi Amir Khan Muttaqi following his visit
to the country’s southern province of Kandahar. Both sides talked on spe-
cial political, economic and social relations with Islamic countries.

As security has now been ensured countrywide, the OIC has to provide
all-out assistance in different fields in Afghanistan and play its role in en-
hancing relations between the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) and the
Islamic world.

As an Islamic organization, the OIC can strengthen relations with Af-
ghanistan, launch infrastructure projects and support the war-affected na-
tion considering their needs and most importantly can become a bridge
between the Islamic Emirate and the world countries and play a helpful role
in convincing the international community to recognize the Islamic sys-
tem.

Both the Islamic Emirate and the people of Afghanistan welcome the
efforts of the Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in the contin-
uation of humanitarian aids to the people of Afghanistan, as recently the
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
reported, over 28 million people needed humanitarian assistance in Afghan-
istan, this year.

On its Twitter page, the organization said: “Afghanistan is now one of the
world’s largest and most severe humanitarian crisis a record 28.3 million
people – that is two-thirds of its population – in need of humanitarian and
protection assistance in 2023.”

The organization also said that 4.6 billion dollars were needed for hu-
manitarian aid to the people of Afghanistan this year.

Also, this is the main responsibility of the Islamic Emirate’s related or-
gans to provide jobs for thousands of educated young generations in order
to prevent mass departure of the Afghans abroad, as recently tens of Af-
ghans have died in shipwrecks in Italy.

Reports said that up to 80 of the 91 Afghan refugees on board the boat,
including women and children have lost their lives in the incident.

Also, by providing job opportunities for millions of people, the Islamic
Emirate wins incredible support of the people on one hand and on the other,
prevent leave of thousands of people frustrated with long poverty and un-
employment in their country.

So, once again the OIC’s efforts to send a delegation to visit Afghanistan
for determining the needs of the Afghans to provide humanitarian aids and
launch development projects in the war-devastated country, is warmly ap-
preciated and the Afghan people hope the cooperation continues in the fu-
ture.

OIC’s help a must to
enhance relations between

IEA, Islamic world

“Afghan women have played considerable role in the
development of education and 20 years of Jihad,”

Mawlavi Abdul Kabir said.
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Acting Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan Mawlavi Amir Khan
Muttaqi in his most recent re-
marks has said that the Islamic
Emirate has met all necessary and
principal conditions to be recog-
nized as a legitimate government
of Afghanistan. Besides, he has
said that the IEA has fulfilled all
its commitments made in Doha,
accusing the United States for vi-
olating its promises they had
made for releasing prisoners and
lifting the travel ban against the
IEA leaders.

In an interview with BBC,
acting minister of foreign affairs
has said it is time that the interna-
tional community should recog-
nize the Islamic Emirate.

“The time has come for the
international community to rec-
ognize the Islamic Emirate as the
IEA has fulfilled all its commit-

IEA fulfilled commitments
made in Doha Agreement

ments made in Doha Agreement,”
Muttaqi said.

Pointing to considerable
progress made in the past 18
months in Afghanistan Muttaqi
said that the Islamic Emirate by
maintaining strong interaction
with regional countries has paved
the ground for regional countries
as Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Russia, China, Central Asian coun-
tries, Pakistan and Iran to reopen
their embassies in Kabul.

According to Muttaqi, the Is-
lamic Emirate has adopted a bal-
anced policy and does not want
Afghanistan to be the center for
big powers’ competition. He
stressed that the Islamic Emirate
is making effort to change Afghan-
istan to the center for economy,
connection and transit and con-
nect the Central Asia to the South
Asia.

Meanwhile, the Islamic Emir-
ate has called on the United Na-
tions to give Afghanistan perma-
nent mission to the United Na-
tions to the Islamic Emirate. The
Islamic Emirate Spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid has once again
called on the United Nations to
give Afghanistan’s permanent mis-
sion to the UN to the Islamic
Emirate.

The Islamic Emirate’s
spokesman, Zabiulllah Mujahid,
said that chargé d’affaires of the
Afghanistan Permanent Mission
to the UN, Naseer Ahmad Faiq,
cannot represent the Islamic Emir-
ate and that the seat should be giv-
en to the Islamic Emirate.

 “Regarding the Afghan seat in
the UN, it is our right to be repre-
sented in the UN. Besides, Af-
ghanistan’s assets frozen by the
U.S. also belong to Afghans. The
U.S. goes for hateful policies rather

than meaningful ones, Mujahid
said.

The Islamic Emirate in Sep-
tember 2021 appointed Suhail
Shaheen, who is currently head-
ing up the political office in Qa-
tar, as Afghanistan’s ambassador
to the UN.

Although the Islamic Emirate
has fulfilled its commitments that
have been made in Doha, but the
international community has yet
to recognize the Islamic Emirate
as the legitimate government of
Afghanistan. The IEA has repeat-
edly called on the world countries
to recognize its government as it
has met all necessary conditions
of a legal and legitimate govern-
ment. In recent weeks, hopes have
increased that the Islamic Emirate
will be officially recognized by a
number of regional and world
countries.

Saida Ahmadi

Afghanistan Ministry of Ref-
ugees Repatriation of the Islamic
Emirate has informed that over 1
million Afghan refugees have re-
turned from neighboring countries
particularly Pakistan and Iran to
Afghanistan in the past 18
months.  Abdul Matalib Haqqani,
a spokesperson of the ministry
of refugees and repatriation, in an
interview with The Kabul Times
correspondent said that over 1
million Afghan refugees have re-
turned home from neighboring
countries in the past 18 months.

 “1,228,942 Afghan refugees
have returned home from neigh-
boring countries, over 1 million
internally displaced people have
returned their home provinces af-
ter they have been provided with
food and non-food items and near-
ly 3 million needy Afghans have
been provided with humanitarian
assistance,” Haqqani said.

 Pointing to problems of Af-
ghan refugees in neighboring coun-
tries particularly Iran, Haqqani
said that the Islamic Emirate has
paid visits to Iran, Pakistan and
Turkey to talk to relevant author-
ities of the respective countries
to discuss Afghan refugees’ prob-
lems, adding that with continued
efforts of the IEA, thousands of
Afghan refugees have been regis-
tered in Iran to legally live in the
country.

According to the country’s
ministry of refugees and repatria-
tion, nearly 7 million Afghans are
living as refugees in neighboring
countries including EU and west-
ern countries.

Based on reports, dozens of

Over 1 million Afghan refugees
returned home in past 18 months

Afghans have lost their lives due
to a shipwreck in Italy. About 180
people, mostly from Afghanistan,
Iran and Pakistan, were traveling
on a wooden fishing boat that had
left Turkey days ago.

According to reports, the en-
tire group fell into the water about
150 meters from the shore, most
likely after the wooden boat hit
rocks on the coast of eastern Cal-
abria in bad weather. The body of
one person was found tens of km
away, due to strong currents. Un-
fortunately, 91 Afghans lost their
lives in the incident.

The spokesperson of the
ministry of refugees and repatria-
tion by expressing sadness over
the incident said that Afghan ref-
ugees were being mistreated in a
number of EU member countries
as most refugees were living un-
der bridges with no shelter, their
camps were being attacked and
they were mostly robbed, adding
that the Islamic Emirate has shared
challenges facing Afghan refugees

in EU member countries with rel-
evant international agencies work-
ing for refugees.

Haqqani further said that they
had a joint meeting with Iran and
Pakistan with the participation of
the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees’ representa-
tives to discuss the problems of
Afghan refugees, adding that in
the meeting, the participants
promised to address all challeng-
es facing Afghan refugees in the
respective countries.

Meanwhile, the country’s
ministry of foreign affairs has in-
formed that the Islamic Emirate
has reached an agreement with
Iran in connection with the extra-
dition of all those Afghan refugees
that have been imprisoned in the
respective country’s prisons.

“An Islamic Emirate delega-
tion led by Attorney General has
paid a visit to Tehran to discuss
the extradition process of Afghan
prisoners. The IEA high-ranking
delegation has reached an agree-

ment based on which hundreds of
Afghan prisoners being impris-
oned in Iran’s prisons will be ex-
tradited to Afghan side,” said
Hafiz Zia Ahmad Takal, deputy
spokesperson to the ministry of
foreign affairs.

According to the MoFA
spokesperson, as a result of the
agreement reached with the Irani-
an side, 731 Afghan prisoners
have been recently handed over
to the Islamic Emirate through the
port of Islam Qala in Herat, hop-
ing that handing over process of
Afghan prisoners to the IEA side
will continue.

It is worth mentioning that
with continued efforts of the Af-
ghanistan embassy to Islamabad
and the country’s consulate to
Karachi, dozens of Afghan pris-
oners have been released from
Pakistan’s prisons. So far, 1,537
Afghan prisons have been released
from Pakistan’s prisons and have
returned home.

Samiullah Momand

Recently, the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) has formed
a joint commission from the Min-
istries of Foreign Affairs, Interi-
or, Justice and General Attorney
to extradite Afghan detainees
which are imprisoned in the re-
gional and neighboring countries

As it is clear to all, a large num-
ber of Afghan nationals are im-
prisoned in some foreign countries
and they are mistreated and there
is no law to address their chal-
lenges legally.

A few days ago, officials of
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Pakistan have officially handed
over a number of Afghan detain-
ees to the Afghan officials which
caused the pleasure of Afghans and
the Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan.

This is to be noted that the
country’s Attorney General
Mawlavi Shamsuddin Sharyati

All Afghan detainees
in foreign countries to

be extradited
visited the Islamic Republic of
Iran and during his visit met with
a number of Iranian Judicial au-
thorities and talked about the ex-
tradition of Afghan detainees, as
he paved the way for the extradi-
tion of more than 260 Afghan de-
tainees from the Iranian jails.

On the other hand, a large
number of Afghan detainees were
released from Pakistani jails in re-
cent months and the Islamic Emir-
ate asked them to process the doc-
uments of the remaining Afghan
detainees and hand over them to
the Afghan officials.

The Islamic Emirate in its last
Cabinet meeting tasked a commit-
tee to facilitate the return of Af-
ghan detainees who have been re-
leased from the jails.

During four decades of war in
Afghanistan tens of thousands of
Afghans have migrated outside the
country particularly, to Iran and

Pakistan and unfortunately, they
have always been mistreated and
dishonored in the host countries.

Those Afghans have been im-
prisoned in some countries, par-
ticularly in Iran and Pakistan and
their challenges have not been ad-
dressed legally and this has caused
Afghan detainees to be impris-
oned without any guilt for a long
time.

Lately, with the efforts of the
Islamic Emirate, a considerable
number of Afghan detainees have
been released from the jails of
neighboring countries.

The security situation shows
that the security and political sit-
uation are better than the Iran and
Pakistan and every day a large
number of Afghan refugees are re-
turning from outside countries to
the country.

Mohammad Daud

Afghanistan Fencing Federa-
tion has said that the federation
has had good achievements since
it has been established in the coun-
try. Ahmad Tariq Roshangar, head
of the Afghanistan Fencing Fed-
eration, in an interview with The
Kabul Times correspondent has
said that the federation has wit-
nessed a series of considerable
achievements in the past few
years.

“Afghanistan Fencing Feder-
ation has participated in a num-
ber of fencing competitions held
in regional and international lev-
els. We have had good achieve-
ments as the federation athletes
received 29 bronze medals and
two cups at the South Asian
Championships held in India in
2010, 2012 and 2013 according-
ly,” Roshangar said.

According to the head of Af-
ghanistan Fencing Federation, the

Afghanistan Fencing Federation
& its achievements in past 16 years

three disciplines of modern fenc-
ing are the ‘Foil’, the ‘Epee’ and
the ‘Sabre’, each of one uses a dif-
ferent kind of blade, which shares
the same name, and employs its
own rules.

It is worth mentioning that
most competitive fencers special-
ize in one discipline.

Roshangar has said that Af-
ghanistan Fencing Federation was
formed in the National Olympics
Committee framework in 2006,
adding that the federation official-
ly got membership of the World
and Asian Fencing Federation in
2008.

“In 2009, I participated in the
first fencing training course held
by World Fencing Federation in
Kazakhstan. With the completion
of the course, I became the first
trainer of the Afghanistan Fenc-
ing Federation,” Roshangar said,

Roshangar further said that in

2010, Yaqeen Haqiqat participat-
ed in another fencing training
course held by World Fencing
Federation, adding that Haqiqat
has been then registered as the
second fencing trainer with Af-
ghanistan Fencing Federation.

It is worth mentioning that
fencing is a combat sport that fea-
tures sword fighting.

The three disciplines of mod-
ern fencing are the foil, the épée,
and the sabre (also saber); each
discipline uses a different kind of
blade, which shares the same
name, and employs its own rules.
Most competitive fencers special-
ize in one discipline.

 The modern sport gained
prominence near the end of the
19th century and is based on the
traditional skill set of swordsman-
ship.

 Abdullah Osmankhil
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After political violence, Peru
reckons with economic fallout

Lima, Peru — The anti-gov-
ernment protests that killed doz-
ens and dealt body blows to some
of Peru’s most critical sectors are
starting to wane but they have left
their mark on the country’s econ-
omy.

Operations in the country’s
copper-rich south are steadily
ramping up and the iconic ruins
of Machu Picchu, the nation’s
crown jewel, are once again open
to foreign tourists.

But for three months, vital
highways were choked off by
boulders and burning tyres, lucra-
tive copper mines were paraly-
sed and the rail lines leading to the
ancient Inca citadel, like much of

Peru’s economy, were ground to a
halt amid shockingly violent dem-
onstrations.

Surveying the damage inflict-
ed upon a monolithic mining sec-
tor and the nation’s iconic brand
as a bucket-list travel destination,
analysts told Al Jazeera they see
signs of a cautious restart of these
key sectors. However, months of
turmoil, a continuing political
standoff and threats of renewed
protests will pose serious chal-
lenges to the country’s economic
growth in 2023, they warned.

As a clearer picture of the eco-
nomic fallout has emerged, they
have said one thing is certain: more
instability will hinder mineral in-

vestment and deter tourism – eco-
nomic engines which account for
10 percent and 3.9 percent of the
nation’s gross domestic product
(GDP), respectively.

“Our estimate for GDP
growth in 2023 is 2.5 percent, with
a significant downward bias,”
Hugo Vega, an economist with
BBVA Research Peru, told Al
Jazeera by email. The effect of the
political crisis on January alone
subtracted approximately 0.3 per-
cent from this year’s growth, he
said. Incorporating February and
March, plus the longer-term ef-
fect on tourism and overall invest-
ment paints “a very challenging
picture for the year as a whole”,
he said.

Even in a country as inured to
political chaos as Peru, which has
endured seven presidents in sev-
en years, the chaotic ascension of
President Dina Boluarte in De-
cember following the removal of
her predecessor, Pedro Castillo,
plunged the country into violence
unseen in decades.

Despite a 77 percent disap-
proval rating, Boluarte has held a
white-knuckled grip on power and
a deadlock between the executive
and judiciary has stalled hopes for
new elections this year, a key de-
mand of protesters.
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Li Qiang: China elects Xi
Jinping ally as premier

The man nominated as Chi-
na's next premier by President Xi
Jinping has been formally elect-
ed by parliament.

Li Qiang, the former Commu-
nist Party leader of the country's
biggest city of Shanghai, will now
lead the government, replacing re-
tiring Li Keqiang.

The 63-year-old received al-
most every vote from more than
2,900 delegates at the National
People's Congress.

A close ally of Mr Xi, he is
seen as a pragmatist and will be
tasked with reviving China's
struggling economy.

New ministerial appoint-
ments are expected to be an-
nounced on Sunday.

No reporters were allowed in
the room while ballots were cast
during a meeting of China's rub-
ber-stamp parliament. There was
applause as Mr Xi cast his vote.

Mr Li - who is now the sec-
ond-highest ranking official in
China's political system - received
a total of 2,936 votes, with just
three delegates voting against his
appointment and eight abstain-
ing.

He then took an oath, swear-
ing to be loyal to China's consti-
tution and to "work hard to build
a prosperous, strong, democrat-
ic, civilised, harmonious and great
modern socialist country".

Mr Li was President Xi's
chief of staff in the early 2000s,
when Mr Xi was party chief of
Zhejiang province. Mr Li was
made party secretary of Shang-
hai in 2017.

During the pandemic, he
oversaw Shanghai's strict lock-
down, which led to some resi-
dents struggling to access food
and medical care.

His appointment comes af-
ter Mr Xi secured a historic third
term as president on Friday.

The president has solidified
his rule as China reopens from
his bruising zero-Covid policy
that has fuelled anti-government
protests. The country is also fac-
ing a falling birth rate that threat-
ens its economic growth engine.

The so-called Two Sessions
of the National People's Congress
and the Chinese People's Politi-
cal Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) this week is closely
watched as it provides a glimpse
into China's direction in the com-
ing years.

Since Mao Zedong, leaders
in China had been limited to two
terms in office. When Mr Xi had
this restriction changed in 2018,
it transformed him into a figure
with a reach not seen since Chair-
man Mao.
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Iran and Saudi
Arabia to renew ties
after seven-year rift

Middle East regional rivals
Iran and Saudi Arabia have agreed
to restore diplomatic relations,
seven years after severing them in
a bitter row.

The unexpected announce-
ment came after four days of talks
between officials from both sides
in China.

Saudi Arabia cut ties in Janu-
ary 2016 after demonstrators
stormed its embassy in Tehran
following Riyadh's execution of a
prominent Shia Muslim cleric.

Tensions between the Sunni
and Shia-led neighbours have
since often been high.

They regard each other as a
threatening power that seeks re-
gional dominance. They also sup-
port rival sides across the Middle
East, including in Lebanon, Syria,
Iraq - and most overtly in Yemen.

Iran has supported Shia
Houthi rebels who forced out the
Saudi-backed government in 2014,
while Saudi Arabia has led a dev-
astating air campaign against the
Houthis since the following year.

Saudi Arabia has also accused
Iran of helping the Houthis attack
it.

In the most serious incident

of its kind, drones and missiles
struck major Saudi oil facilities in
2019, causing damage and disrup-
tion to production. Saudi Arabia
and its US ally blamed Iran for
the attack - something Iran denied.

Previous attempts at reconcil-
iation have been unsuccessful, but
on Friday the two countries said
they would reopen embassies
within two months. They will also
re-establish trade and security re-
lations.

The US cautiously welcomed
the announcement. White House
National Security Council spokes-
man John Kirby said the adminis-
tration supported "any effort to
de-escalate tensions in the re-
gion". But he added: "It really does
remain to be seen if Iran is going
to meet their obligations."

UN chief Antonio Guterres
thanked China for brokering the
deal.

The secretary-general is ready
to help efforts "to ensure durable
peace and security in the Gulf re-
gion", his spokesman said.

Israel, which has called for
maximum pressure on Iran over
its nuclear programme, has not
commented. BBC

UAE sends 14 tonnes of aid to Ukraine
The UAE sent 14 tonnes of

aid for war-ravaged Ukraine on
Friday.

The aid delivery included
blankets, LED bulbs and person-
al care supplies, the Emirates

News Agency reported.
“These supplies are part of

the UAE’s ongoing humanitarian
assistance aimed at alleviating the
suffering of the Ukrainian people
amid the crisis,” the report said.

The delivery will be sent to
the Polish capital city of Warsaw
before making its way to Ukraine.

In October of last year, the
UAE announced a $100 million
of aid for Ukrainians.

The UAE sent 11 aircrafts
carrying approximately 550
tonnes of relief supplies.

At least 2,520 generators and
six ambulances have been deliv-
ered to support Ukrainians, both
in the country and for refugees in
neighboring Poland, Moldova, and
Bulgaria.

Polish President Andrzej
Duda met with UAE leaders dur-
ing an official trip to the Gulf
country this week. The war in
Ukraine was discussed, with Po-
land’s president thanking his Emi-
rati counterpart for supporting
refugees. On Tuesday, Sheikh
Mohamed met with Olena Zelen-
ska, the First Lady of Ukraine
following which the UAE ordered
$4 million of humanitarian aid to
children affected by the conflict
in the war-torn country.
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Japan mourns anniversary of tsunami
that triggered Fukushima disaster

Japanese offered tearful
prayers Saturday on the anniver-
sary of the deadly tsunami that
triggered the Fukushima disaster,
but public support for nuclear
power is growing as memories of
the 2011 meltdown fade.

The 9.0-magnitude quake --
the fourth strongest in Earth’s re-
corded history -- devastated

northeastern Japan 12 years ago.
The undersea quake un-

leashed a tsunami that left around
18,500 people dead or missing and
overwhelmed cooling systems at
the Fukushima Daiichi plant, lead-
ing to the worst nuclear catastro-
phe since Chernobyl.

All of Japan’s nuclear reactors
were taken offline after the disas-

ter and the majority remain out of
action today.

But the global energy crisis
sparked by the war in Ukraine has
caused electricity bills to soar in
Japan, inspiring a government
push to reboot reactors as polls
show that public views on nucle-
ar power are softening.

On Saturday, TV footage
showed people who lost loved
ones to the tsunami laying flow-
ers, offering tearful prayers and
bowing in front of graves.

“Hi guys, it’s been 12 years,”
public broadcaster NHK showed
Fumiko Sugawara, 73, telling the
grave of her family members, in-
cluding her husband.

“We’re surviving, so please
watch over us,” said the resident
of Kesennuma, a city flattened
when huge waves rushed ashore.

No deaths have been directly
ascribed to the nuclear accident,

after which around 165,000 peo-
ple fled their homes in the area
either under evacuation orders or
voluntarily.

Most areas around the plant
have since been declared safe af-
ter extensive decontamination
work, but many former residents
have chosen not to return.

With Japan now facing its
most severe energy crunch in de-
cades, the government wants to
speed up the revival of its nuclear
industry.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da has called for seven reactors
approved by Japan’s nuclear safe-
ty watchdog to resume opera-
tions, and for the nation to con-
sider building “next-generation”
reactors with new safety mecha-
nisms.

The public appears to back
the plans. Recent opinion polls
by major newspapers the Asahi
Shimbun and Yomiuri Shimbun
show that a majority of people
support the plan for the first time
since 2011.

Mistrust of nuclear power
still runs deep among campaign-
ers who accuse TEPCO, the op-
erator of the Fukushima plant, of
safety lapses that upended local
communities.

In January, Tokyo’s High
Court maintained the acquittal of
three former TEPCO executives,
again clearing them of profession-
al negligence over the disaster.

But in a separate civil verdict
last year, the trio -- plus one oth-
er ex-official -- were ordered to
pay a whopping 13.3 trillion yen
($97 billion) for failing to prevent
the accident.

The enormous compensation
sum is believed to be the largest
ever for a Japanese civil case, al-
though lawyers acknowledge it is
well beyond the defendants’ ca-
pacity to pay.

The government also plans to
start releasing more than a million
tonnes of treated water from the
stricken Fukushima plant into the
sea this year.
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Saudi Space
Commission
CEO meets

with key
figures in

India’s space
industry

The Saudi Space Commission
(SSC) CEO has held several meet-
ings with key figures in the Indian
space industry to discuss coop-
eration and strategic partnerships.

SSC CEO Dr. Mohammed bin
Saud al-Tamimi discussed ways
to “enhance cooperation and build
strategic partnerships in space
economies and its future sectors
in a way that serves common in-
terests,” a Saudi Press Agency re-
port said.

Al-Tamimi met with the head
of the Indian Space Research Or-
ganization (ISRO), Sreedhara Pan-
icker Somanath, to discuss way
to strengthen the Saudi space sec-
tor by learning from India’s expe-
riences on Thursday.

“They also discussed areas of
cooperation between the two
sides in the transfer and localiza-
tion of knowledge and contribut-
ing to the development of space
industries in the Kingdom to
achieve its strategic goals,” SPA
reported.

“Both sides also had discus-
sions on… the recent opening up
of the space sector for private in-
vestments,” a statement from
ISRO said.

Additionally, al-Tamimi held
bilateral meetings with several
heads of Indian companies in the
space sector including NewSpace
India Limited (NSIL), one of the
commercial arms of ISRO, where
he was briefed on the company’s
experiences and projects and best
practices.

The commission chief also
visited the U R Rao Satellite Cen-
tre (URSC) in the south-Indian
state of Bangalore and got ac-
quainted with the technologies
being developed in the manufac-
turing, design, and launching of
satellites.
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Three years later:
Lives reshaped by

COVID-19
Three years ago this day, the

coronavirus outbreak was declared
a pandemic, a once-in-a-lifetime
event that tested the limits of hu-
manity.

Societies in lockdown, untold
numbers of people hospitalised,
school closures, jobs lost and the
death of loved ones became rou-
tine in the lives of billions of peo-
ple.

While many may want to for-
get the horrors wrought by the
pandemic, others continue to suf-
fer its physical, emotional and fi-
nancial consequences.

Al Jazeera spoke to five peo-
ple from around the world to un-
derstand how COVID-19 affect-
ed their lives and continues to do
so:

After recording a temperature
of nearly 40 degrees Celsius (104
degrees Fahrenheit) in the first few
days of catching COVID, Za-
heer’s condition worsened.

He suffered from violent sei-
zures and was diagnosed with
meningoencephalitis – a condition
that leads to an inflammation of
the meninges membranes and
brain tissues. Zaheer was eventu-
ally placed on life support after
doctors pronounced his brain non-
functional.

“In life sometimes you think
you could have done better. I feel
that when it comes to Zaheer’s
passing. I still feel the anger,” Za-

heer’s father Farath Shba, holding
back tears, told Al Jazeera from
Singapore.

“That was very traumatising
… I was not ready to let him go.
Everyone told me to give up or
get prepared for the worst but I
simply could not,” Shba said.

Zaheer’s older brother Zayan,
who is still a toddler, would con-
stantly ask about him, their fa-
ther said.

Then on June 27, little Zaheer
took his last breath.

“Nothing prepares you for the
loss of a child,” Shba said.

“The first month or so was
very difficult. My wife would
wake up at night crying loudly …
this happened for weeks,” he said.

Zayan too was overcome with
sadness when he found out his lit-
tle brother was not coming home.

“He was very protective of
him … he thought we had done
something bad to him. He would
start hitting me and my wife.”

Nine months later, Shba says,
the family has started to move on.

“We have not forgotten Za-
heer. I still pray at his grave once
a week,” the account manager re-
vealed.

Moreover, Shba says he
avoids talking to Zayan about
Zaheer, whose memories of his
young brother have started to fade
somewhat.
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