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KABUL: Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Islamic Emirate of Af-
ghanistan on Administrative Af-
fairs, Mawlavi Abdul Salam Ha-
nafi met with the Deputy Secre-
tary-General of the United Na-
tions in humanitarian affairs and
discussed issues on agenda, a
statement from his office said the
other day.

Leading a delegation Martin
Griffiths, the United Nations
Under-Secretary-General for Hu-
manitarian Affairs said: “The pur-
pose of my visit to Afghanistan is
to focus on humanitarian activi-
ties that continue well.”

“In order to help 28 million
Afghans in 2023, we have asked
for 4.6 billion dollars, which con-
stitutes our major activity at the

Deputy PM Hanafi discusses
issues with UN delegation

world level, the UN Under-Secre-
tary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs,” said as quoted by the
statement adding therefore, there
is a need for female workers to
provide assistance to women and
children.

Welcoming the Deputy Sec-
retary-General of the United Na-
tions for Humanitarian Affairs and
the accompanying delegation,
Mawlavi Abdul Salam Hanafi and
praised the assistance of the Unit-
ed Nations and other internation-
al organizations to the Afghans.

“Afghanistan has suffered
more losses in the past 43 years
and many women have become
widows and countless families
have lost their loved ones, as well
as the infrastructure of the coun-

try, has been destroyed and basic
facilities have not been restored,”
the deputy prime minister said
emphasizing on the importance of
help for the Afghans under any
circumstances.

He said after the rule of the
Islamic Emirate, national security
has restored, general amnesty ap-
plied, drug cultivation, process-
ing and smuggling have been pre-
vented and Daesh is highly sup-
pressed.

He also mentioned constant
actions, for helping the families
of martyrs and people with dis-
ability, treating addicts and col-
lecting beggars in the meeting with
the UN delegation, the statement
quoted.

KABUL: Acting Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan Mawlavi
Amir Khan Muttaqi met with
Martin Griffiths Under-Secre-
tary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs and Emergency Relief
Coordinator leading a high-rank-
ing delegation, the ministry said
in a statement Tuesday.

Griffiths, expressed his satis-
faction and said that due to sure
security, the UN has been able to
extend services to each parts of
the country.

Martin also announced the
collection of 4.6 billion dollars in

UN to provide $4.6 billion
in aid for Afghans in 2023

2023 and its distribution to 28
million Afghans, according to the
statement.

Meanwhile, the United Na-
tions representative shared his
concerns about the women’s work
and education and their impact on
their careers.

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister
Muttaqi thanked the Under-Sec-
retary General and senior delega-
tion of the United Nations for their
visit and said that Afghanistan is
a part of the international com-
munity. “The United Nations can
play a constructive role in bring-
ing Afghanistan and the world

closer together” Muttaqi added.
He further said that the Islamic

Emirate announced general amnes-
ty that was unprecedented in the
country’s history.

Muttaqi asked the delegation
to share the latest achievements
and opportunities in Afghanistan
with the international communi-
ty in a real manner along with crit-
icisms and gaps.

He heard the concerns of the
visiting delegation and expressed
special thanks for the resumption
of the activity of the “Care Inter-
national” organization.

The Kabul Times

KABUL: The country’s Su-
preme Court said in a statement
the other day that it has reviewed
tens of thousands of files and de-
cisions in the last three months.

“During the last three months,
more than 28,271 various cases
including 2,868 women’s rights
files and almost 6,112 resolved
files have been settled,” the state-
ment added. “More than 22,611
files in preliminary courts and re-
maining resolved by other relevant
courts and also 39,000 collaterals
have been executed countrywide”,
the statement quoted Mawlavi
Enayatullah Supreme Court’s
spokesperson as saying.

Meanwhile, some people said
since the Islamic Emirate takeover

Thousands of files reviewed in
last 3 months: Supreme Court

of the country, a rough change has
been made in the administrative
works of government organs and

without wasting time, they can
easily process their works.

The Kabul Times

See P4

KABUL: The 20th cabinet
meeting of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan was held, with the
Prime Minister Mullah Moham-
mad Hassan Akhund on the chair,
a statement from Arg said the oth-

Prime Minister Mullah Hassan
Akhund chairs cabinet meeting

er day.
The meeting participants con-

sisted of ministers or their repre-
sentatives discussed issues includ-
ing short-term and long-term
plans to prevent the destruction

of the Amu Darya River.
In this meeting, the General

Department of Administration
confirmed the procedure of the
Department of Inspection with
minor changes and also approved

the plan prepared by the Minis-
try of Mines and Petroleum relat-
ed to the exhibitions of precious
stones, metals and mineral mate-
rials of Afghanistan in different
world countries. In addition, in the
cabinet meeting, the suggestion of
the Salary Regulation Commission
was also approved regarding the
plans and policies related to hunt-
ing, protected and green areas and
the revenue collection of these ar-
eas by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. Also, the Ministry
of Water and Energy was tasked
to provide a short-term and a long-
term plan to prevent the erosion
of the Amu Darya banks and re-
build the destroyed areas to pro-
tect families living along the banks
of the river. The Ministry of Fi-
nance was also tasked to urgently
provide funds for the Ministry of
Water and Energy according to the
principles for the implementation
of the plans, the statement added.

The Kabul Times

LASHKARGAH: A businessman has provided educational

opportunities to 700 orphans and poor children in Helmand

province, Bakhtar News Agency reported the other day.

Mohammad Isa Omari, one of the country’s businessmen,

has built a private school of modern education, where 700

poor children and orphans will be taught, said the agency.

He said in an interview with BNA that he was happy and

proud that he has turned the dreams of poor and orphaned

children into reality.

The school is located in Ghazi Mohammad Ayoub Khan

Meena of Lashkargah city, which has equipped transport,

classrooms, laboratory, computer lab, dormitory, mosque and

dining rooms and that all the services were provided free of

charge.

    The Kabul Times

Businessman provides education
for orphans in Helmand

See P4

KABUL: The Islamic Emir-
ate of Afghanistan (IEA) has con-
demned in the strongest possible
term the recent move by some
extremist individuals to burn the
holy Quran outside Turkish Em-
bassy in Stockholm, as statement
from the country’s Foreign Affairs
Ministry said the other day.

The statement asked the
Swedish government for punish-
ing of the perpetrators and do not
allow such malicious individuals
to repeat this act again.

The Muslim world has also
erupted in anger and alarm after
Sweden allowed a far-right racist
politician Rasmus Paludan to burn
a copy of the Muslim Holy book
Quran in front of the Turkish
embassy building in Stockholm,
media reported.

Türkiye
“We condemn in the strongest

possible terms the vile attack on
our holy book, the Quran, in Swe-
den today (21 January), despite

Burning Holy Quran in
Sweden faces wide reactions

our repeated warnings earlier,” a
Turkish Foreign Ministry state-
ment said. Calling the act “an out-
right hate crime,” the ministry said:
“Permitting this anti-Islam act,
which targets Muslims and insults
our sacred values, under the guise
of freedom of expression is com-
pletely unacceptable.”

“This despicable act is yet
another example of the alarming
level that Islamophobia and, rac-
ist and discriminatory movements
have reached in Europe.”

Pakistan
“This senseless and provoca-

tive Islamophobic act hurts the
religious sensitivities of over 1.5
billion Muslims around the
world,” said a statement from the
Pakistani Foreign Ministry.

Such actions are “not covered
under any legitimate expression of
the right to freedom of expression
or opinion, which carries respon-
sibilities under international hu-
man rights law, such as the obliga-

tion not to carry out hate speech
and incite people to violence.”

“Pakistan’s concerns are be-
ing conveyed to the authorities in
Sweden. We urge them to be mind-
ful of the sentiments of the peo-
ple of Pakistan and the Muslims
worldwide and take steps to pre-
vent Islamophobic acts,” the state-
ment added.

Kuwait
The incident “hurts Muslims’

sentiments across the world and
marks serious provocation,” Ku-
waiti Foreign Minister Shaikh Sa-
lem Abdullah Al Jaber Al Sabah
said in statements cited by the
state news agency KUNA.

He called on the international
community “to shoulder respon-
sibility by stopping such unac-
ceptable acts and denouncing all
forms of hatred and extremism and
brining the perpetrators to ac-
countability.”

Jordan
Jordan “condemned the burn-

ing of a copy of the Holy Quran
in the Swedish capital Stockholm,
stressing the Kingdom’s rejection
of this act that fuels hatred.”

It emphasized the necessity
to spread the culture of peace and
acceptance of the others and “con-
demning extremism is a collective
responsibility.”

Egypt
Egypt expressed its strong

condemnation of the disgraceful
act that provokes the feelings of
hundreds of millions of Muslims
around the world.

Egypt warned of the dangers
of the spread of such acts that
offend religions and fuel hate
speech and violence, calling for
upholding the values of tolerance
and peaceful coexistence and pre-
venting offense to all religions and
their sanctities through such ex-
tremist practices that contradict
the values of respect for religion.
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“Hijab has direct link to morality of individu-
als in society.”
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In a recent move, some individuals affiliated with extremist groups,
burned a copy of the holy Quran in front of the Turkish embassy in
Stockholm, the capital of Sweden.

Rasmus Paludan, the leader of the far-right Danish political party
Stram Kurs, burned a copy of the holy Quran outside the Turkish
embassy in that country, few days ago, a move that hurt the hearts of
millions of Muslims around the world.

The act by these malicious individuals is another example of the
alarming level and an act to spread Islamophobia and other racist and
discriminatory movements by such spiteful individuals.

This is not the first time, religious extremists in that country, re-
sorts to such a heinous act, as in the past, many similar cases have
happened that hurt the feeling of Muslims around the world.

In reaction to the vicious act, many world countries, including Muslim
and non-Muslim governments raised their voices and condemned it in
the strongest possible terms.

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan condemned the Holy Quran
burning and desecration in front of the Turkish embassy and called
on the Swedish government to punish the perpetrators and do not
allow such vicious individuals to commit such heinous and irrepara-
ble acts again.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan strongly denounced the
spiteful act and said those behind the desecration should be taken
responsible for it.

The Turkish leader also warned on Monday that it “will not sup-
port Stockholm’s entry into NATO” in response to the holy book
burning.

“In view of the anti-Turkish and anti-Islamic actions taken by Swe-
den, Turkey will not support Stockholm’s entry into NATO,” said
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Monday.

Russia’s foreign ministry also denounced the rude and immoral
action and said in a statement that such act could only be done by
thugs and gangsters. “Those who burn Quran should be responsi-
ble.”

Countries like Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates,
also condemned the burning of the Quran.

Actually, those doing such nasty acts, in a bid to spread islamo-
phobia, will not reach their goals, neither they can convert others
from the holy religion, but only cause the outspread of misunder-
standing and committing anti-security activities inside their own coun-
tries and against their own nations.

The holy book, which is a guidance to the whole nations and fol-
lowers of other relations, has no link relations with extremism and
fundamentalism, as several Quranic verses highlighted that Islam was
a moderate religion which, the Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon
him) conveyed it as a directive to the Muslim nations, but also to the
followers of other religions.

All legitimate governments of the world including Sweden and oth-
er countries with high religious nationals, should not allow such acts
but prevent them and punish the perpetrators, as such acts would
disturb relations with the Islamic nations and destroy world order.

Desecrations fuel extremism
further than ever

Afghan citizens have been
without electricity and spending
cold nights in dark for the past 10
days in Kabul and a number of
the country’s provinces. In their
interviews with The Kabul Times
correspondent, they criticized Da
Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat
(DABS) for not addressing the
shortage and continued load-shed-
ding of electricity.

Fahima, a resident of Kabul,
says she has only 10 – 20 min-
utes electricity in 24 hours.

“Sometimes we have 10 – 20
minutes of electricity in 24 hours.
We do not know what has hap-
pened to the electricity during this
cold winter,” Fahima said.

Omid, another Kabul resident,
says we have only 20 minutes elec-
tricity in 24 hours.

“I think it’s not electricity we
have. The people are facing with

Electricity; the only wish of
Afghans after security

lots of problems in this cold win-
ter season as some people do not
have anything to warm their
rooms,” Omid said, asking the
country’s electricity supply com-
pany to find a solution for this
key problem.

He further said that the prob-
lem of lack of electricity has not
been addressed so far, while the
people used to pay the electricity
bill on time.

These days, people are
strongly criticizing Da Afghani-
stan Breshna Sherkat (DABS),
saying that the company’s web-
site regularly publishes news
about solution of the electricity
problems in Kabul every time, but
where is the electricity and why
the residents of Kabul have no
electricity.

According to the residents of
Kabul, the electricity in Kabul is

a catastrophe as people have elec-
tricity for few minutes in 24
hours.

 The people are asking the Is-
lamic Emirate particularly, the
country’s electricity supply com-
pany to address the issue.

This comes days after the Is-
lamic Emirate’s ministry of water
and energy signed two contacts
with Uzbekistan and Tajikistan for
supplying electricity to Afghani-
stan.

Head of Da Afghanistan
Breshna Sherkat (DABS) Hek-
matullah Akhundzada in an inter-
view with The Kabul Times cor-
respondent considered technical
problems in Uzbekistan as the
only reason for the continued
shortage of electricity in Kabul
and other provinces.

Meanwhile, acting minister of
foreign affairs Mawlavi Amir

Khan Muttaqi in his recent re-
marks asked Uzbekistan to sup-
ply electricity to Afghanistan
based on the contract signed re-
cently between the two countries.

“We’re asking the Uzbekistan
side to stand by its promise they
made following the contract signed
between the two countries. Based
on the contract, Uzbekistan
should supply 400 megawatts of
electricity to Afghanistan,” Mut-
taqi said, adding that the electric-
ity is unfortunately cut in this cold
winter.

Earlier, DABS, said sustained
efforts were made to open the
blocked channels of the Kabul-
Logar River, and by doing this,
the electricity production capaci-
ty of the Mahiper hydropower
project increased from 18 mega-
watts to 24 megawatts per hour.

Shukria Kohistani

These days, people are strongly criticizing Da Afghanistan Breshna
Sherkat (DABS), saying that the company’s website regularly publish-
es news about solution of the electricity problems in Kabul every time,
but where is the electricity and why the residents of Kabul have no
electricity.

 Overloaded trucks destroy roads
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Afghanistan Ministry of Pub-
lic Health has informed of launch-
ing the first round of the polio
vaccination campaign for 2023 to
be implemented across Afghani-
stan. The campaign covering 5.3
million children under five was
rolled out across four zones of the
country.

In an interview with The Kab-
ul Times correspondent, a
spokesperson to the Ministry of
Public Health Sharafat Zaman said
that the first round of the polio
vaccination campaign set for Jan-
uary 2023 would cover 178 dis-
tricts across four zones south,
southeast, east and west of the
country.

“The first polio vaccination
campaign of 2023 starting from
Monday and ending on Thursday

Year’s first anti-polio campaign to
cover 5.3 million children, official

will cover 5.3 million children un-
der five,” Zaman said, adding that
nine polio vaccination campaigns
were implemented across the
country in 2021.

According to the MoPH
spokesperson, in 2022, only 2
positive cases of polio were re-
corded in Paktika and Kunar prov-
inces, showing a great reduction
in cases of polio compared to 56
cases in 2020 and 4 in 2021.

Meanwhile, acting minister of
public health Dr. Qalandar Ebad
by praising polio vaccination
teams for their work said as a re-
sult of continued efforts made by
the polio vaccination teams, Af-
ghanistan was now about to erad-
icate polio across the country,
hoping that by the end of 2023,
with the successful implementa-

tion of the campaigns planned for
the current year, they would wit-
ness zero cases of polio.

Acting minister of public
health called on community lead-
ers and influenced figures to fur-
ther cooperate with the polio vac-
cination teams to administer two
drops of the vaccine to all chil-
dren under five years of age to
ensure they were completely pro-
tected against polio. He called on
all the people particularly, the
country’s scholars, community
leaders, activists and parents to
fully cooperate with the polio
vaccination teams so that they
could successfully implement the
polio vaccination campaigns in the
country, adding that it was the
responsibility of all to fight against
polio to have a polio-free the Af-

ghanistan. It is worth mentioning
that poliomyelitis is a highly in-
fectious disease that most com-
monly affects children under the
age of 5. Most know it as poliovi-
rus. The virus is spread from per-
son to person, typically through
contaminated water. It can attack
the nervous system, and in some
instances, lead to paralysis. Al-
though there is no cure, there is a
safe and effective vaccine.

Unless we eradicate polio,
within 10 years, as many as
200,000 new cases could occur
around the world each year. In the
past few years, only two coun-
tries have reported cases of polio
caused by the wild virus, but no
child anywhere is safe until we’ve
vaccinated every child.

Samiullah Momand

Islam always teaches its
followers to live together
peacefully and to respect all
religions, and even today,
Muslims are the only people
who, in the practical field, re-
spect all the heavenly reli-
gions of the world and their
prophets and consider it as
part of their beliefs, as the
Almighty Allah says: “We do
not differentiate between any
of the Messengers”.

Without believing in all
the messengers and the di-
vine books, one is not con-
sidered as a Muslim. A Mus-
lim believes in all the messen-
gers and divine books.

The Muslims love all
messengers and that is why
they name their children
Moses, Jesus, Aaron, Job,
Yunus, Jacob, Yusuf, Abra-
ham, Ismael, Isaac, Mary and
others.

But on the other hand,
there are some narrow-mind-
ed and cruel figures who not
only try to use any kind of
resources to harm others or
use them against others, but
sometimes they harm and
damage the religious and spir-
itual sentiments of more than
2 billion Muslims by insult-
ing the sanctities of Muslims
and harm the security of
those living together in a
common society or country.

In Sweden, a far-right big-
oted, nationalist and social-
ist, Paludan, the leader of the
Danish far-right party burned
a copy of the Holy Quran ear-

Desecration of the Holy Quran is
in fact the desecration of oneself

ly this week near the Turkish
Embassy in Stockholm and
under the protection of the
Swedish police. He might have
perpetrated to do so in order
to provoke Turkey’s anger so
that it stops Sweden’s member-
ship in NATO by Turkey’s right
of veto. There’s also possibil-
ity that some so-called Mus-
lim groups, whose actions are
in contradictory to Islamic prin-
ciples and guidelines and do
not have a good name among
Muslims, may react to these
actions or intentionally given
the opportunity to take re-

venge, so that they can regain
their lost status and name and
find some sympathy and fol-
lowers among the Muslims and
then they will be used against
the Islamic system and Mus-
lims to maintain the benefits of
these non-believers.

On the other hand, he ex-
pressed his hatred for the
Muslims as a whole, as the Al-
lah Almighty says: Without
doubt, what was revealed
through their mouths, but the
hatred that is in their hearts is
even greater”.

Hi, action might make the

Women took great part in the
invitation process to Islam and
have suffered hardships and chal-
lenges. With the blessing of Mus-
lim women’s invitation, great fig-
ures have accepted Islam. For ex-
ample, Umar bin Khattab has ac-
cepted Islam following the invita-
tion of her sister Fatima bint Khat-
tab. Besides, Abo Talha has ac-
cepted Islam after the invitation
of Um Salma. Also, Akrama has
been invited to Islam by his wife.
On the other hand, Um Sharik has
followed the invitation process
among her tribe’s women in a more
understanding and political way.

Protection from Islam:
Muslim have played vital role

in the protection of Islam during
the past period of history. During
the lunar year 35 when Usman Bin
Affan the third caliphate was mar-

tyred by some unfortunate indi-
viduals, the Islamic system faced
with lots of problems. But, moth-
er of the Muslims Ayesha raised
her voice and encouraged the
Muslims to protect the Islamic
system.

Academic achievements:
Muslim women have done

great jobs in religious studies. For
example, Ayesha, Hafsa, Um Sla-
ma and Um Waraqa and other
Muslim women have learned the
Holy Quran and taught other
women. Meanwhile, Hind bint
Aseed, Um Husham bint Harisa,
Rayeta bint Hayan and other
Muslim women have been the
Holy Quran memorizers.

Ayesha has been good in the
interpretation of the Holy Quran
and has learned thousands of Aha-
dith. For example, Ayesha has

narrated 2,210 Ahadith and Um
Salma has narrated 378 Ahadith.
Besides, other Muslim women
have narrated dozens of Ahadith
and have taught other women.

Besides, Muslim women went
for other modern subjects and
studies and have had great
achievements in the past history
of Islam.  Um Salma has been great
in secretive sciences. Meanwhile,
Asma bint Sakan has been great
and famous in speech and giving
advice to others, Asma bint Amis
has been great in interpretation
and Rafida Aslamia, Um Mata and
Um Kabsha have been great in
medicine. There have been hun-
dreds of Muslim women who have
done great jobs in all modern sci-
ences.
University lecturer Saifullah
Sayee

Muslims to individually take
such actions that will create
problems for common Muslims
at the international level. But,
his action towards insulting
the values of Muslims will
make the Muslims awake to
further protect their religion
and their Islamic values. Be-
sides, Muslims will put aside
their differences and take quick
steps against their evil inten-
tions.

Now, it is good for the Mus-
lim rulers and leaders at the in-
ternational level to make efforts
to draft laws regarding the pro-
tection of the sanctities of
Muslims and to take all neces-
sary measures in this regard.
Recent action is fully condem-
nable and all the Muslims rul-
ers and leaders should con-
demn it as it has hurt the Mus-
lim’s hearts and sentiments
and their eyes were bleeding
with tears.  It is time that those
claiming the civilization should
apologize as soon as possible
and do not let it happen again.

Freedom of speech has its
borders, so they should not
defame freedom of speech with
such actions which are full of
hatred as everyone has free-
dom as long as it does not
cause suffering or damage to
others, but with such actions,
nearly 2 billion Muslims get
tortured mentally and encour-
aged to react, so it is important
not to reiterate such actions
by misusing the freedom of
expression.
University lecturer Saifullah
Sayee

With the long period of 40
years’ unprecedented sacrifices,
we see the freedom and indepen-
dence of our country, as well as
the formation of an independent
Islamic system, which is not only
for a few limited years or only for
the people of this era. During the
mentioned period of long years,
they have sacrificed their blood
for the eternal and independent
Islamic system

They have given sacrifices in
the hope that our coming genera-
tions live independently and un-
der the Islamic system for centu-
ries.

Thanks to Almighty Allah as
Afghanistan has now an indepen-
dent Islamic system and the blood
of the martyrs has brought color.
Now, we all have a religious and
moral responsibility to work with
all our might for the stability and
survival of this system in the
country.

Those having money should
invest in the country.

 Those who are knowledgeable
and educated should work for uni-
ty and end the distance between
the system and the nation through

Why is serious attention to learning &
education important in Afghanistan?

public awareness.
Afghan professional and tech-

nical cadres who are now working
in foreign countries and receive
some concessions should return
home and take part in the recon-
struction of their country. The
government should also fulfill its
responsibilities in this regard.

Although all these procedures
are important to keep the current
system lasting for years, after a
few years when the current lead-
ers, employees and staff members
of the system are no longer among
us, it is natural that the youth and
future generations will take to run
the system.

Therefore, we should work on
long-term policies to keep the
system protected; and one of the
long-term policies is to pave the
way for sound education of the
new generation, which is very
important.

If we want an Islamic and in-
dependent system to rule on Af-
ghanistan even after a long time
has passed, we have to work day
and night for the sound training
and education of the new genera-
tions.

If we want this system to be
run and led by such people whose
beliefs and visions have been im-
proved based on the Islamic prin-
ciples and who have also received
modern sciences, then from today
on, we should work on such hu-
man force and invest on enduring
the Islamic system.

 If we do not work on such a
human force, then the power of
the system will once again transit
to those whose beliefs and visions
have been changed and those who
have been brainwashed by the
west.

To summarize, providing a
sound learning environment for
new generations is not only the
right of Afghan youth but also the
demand of the entire nation.

Besides, it is the best and
most important way for the sur-
vival and sustainability of the Is-
lamic system. Focusing only on
religious educations cannot solve
our problems, but it is necessary
to pay more attention to modern
education in addition to religious
education.

Abu Sufia

KABUL: Due to severe cold
weather more people, particular-
ly poverty-stricken families are in
dire need of urgent humanitarian
assistance in different parts of the
country.

As in recent days, the tem-
perature has plunged below -30C
in some parts of Afghanistan and
the closure of ways by heavy
snowfall caused rise in the food-
stuffs and fuel prices, the pover-
ty-stricken people have faced var-
ious problems.

On the other hand, unemploy-
ment has also caused poor people
provide the necessary items for
their families in the cold winter.

Ali Yawar, one of the Kabul

Thousands of Afghans in urgent
need of humanitarian assistance

residents who has a handcart said:
“I am waiting from morning till
evening to find work and earn
money enough to buy a loaf of
bread for my six-members family
but there is no work and I go home
empty handed.”

He asked the government of
the Islamic Emirate and aid agen-
cies to help poor families in the
cold winter.

Besmillah another Kabul resi-
dent who has a vegetable stall told
The Kabul Times that he waited
all day to sell some vegetables but
the unemployment has caused the
people not to afford even buying
vegetables and he also asked the
Islamic Emirate to do its best to

provide more job opportunities
and draw international communi-
ty’s attention to address the peo-
ple’s problems without consider-
ing political issues and the human-
itarian assistance should be fairly
distributed among the poor fami-
lies.

“The humanitarian assistance
isn’t fairly distributing aids among
the deserved families and the area
chieftain and other local represen-
tatives distribute aid to their rela-
tives,” he said asking the IEAs’
officials to pay serious attention
in this regard and those that they
have financially capability should
cooperate with poor families.

Mohammad Dawood

Part III

Invitation to Islam
Islam and role of women
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Safety measures implement-
ed by Saudi Arabia to reduce the
spread of COVID-19 has helped
reduce the number of cases of its
predecessor Middle East Respi-
ratory Syndrome Coronavirus
(MERS-CoV), according to the
World Health Organization
(WHO).

In 2012, years before the first
recorded case of COVID-19, its
predecessor MERS – a coronavi-
rus-type disease from the same
viral family as COVID-19 or
SARS – was first recorded in Sau-
di Arabia and led to hundreds of
deaths across the Arab world.

But the numbers of cases of
MERS have been rapidly dwin-
dling in since the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, said the
WHO.

“The number of MERS-CoV
cases reported to WHO has sub-
stantially declined since the be-
ginning of the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic,” it said, in a state-
ment. “This is likely the result of
epidemiological surveillance activ-
ities for COVID-19 being priori-
tized, resulting in reduced testing
and detection of MERS-CoV cas-
es.”

Measures including requiring
masks, hand hygiene, social dis-
tancing, improving indoor venti-
lation, stay-at-home orders and
other methods used during the
pandemic “are also likely reduce
opportunities for onward human-
to-human transmission of MERS-
CoV,” the organization added.

Saudi Arabia’s COVID-19
measures helped reduce

prevalence of MERS: WHO

Recently released figures
show from December 29, 2021,
to October 31, 2022, four labora-
tory-confirmed cases of MERS-
CoV were reported to the WHO
by the Ministry of Health in Sau-
di Arabia. Two cases were report-
ed in Riyadh, one in Gassim and
one in Mecca.

All the cases were non-health-
care workers, who presented with
fever, cough, and shortness of
breath, and had comorbidities.
Three of the cases had a history
of contact with dromedary cam-
els and consumption of their raw
milk in the 14 days prior to the
onset of symptoms. Three of the
cases were male and the overall
age range is 23 to 74-year-old.

No deaths were reported.
Household contacts for the

four cases were followed-up by
the Ministry of Health, and no

secondary cases were identified.
Numbers have fallen dramati-

cally since their peak in 2015,
when there were 492 laboratory-
confirmed cases of the disease.

Since the first report of
MERS in 2012, a total of 2,600
cases with 935 associated deaths
have been reported from 27 coun-
tries, in all six WHO regions.

But only a few dozen of those
have been reported since the on-
set of the pandemic.

The WHO states that better
hygiene and other virus control
measures have helped to reduce
the number of people infected
with the virus passed on from
camels. Person-to-person spread
happens rarely and no recent cas-
es were blamed on this. When it
does happen, transmission is usu-
ally in a healthcare setting, the
WHO says.

MERS infections range from
showing no symptoms (asymp-
tomatic) or mild respiratory
symptoms to severe acute respi-
ratory disease and death. A typi-
cal presentation of MERS disease
is fever, cough, and shortness of
breath.

Pneumonia is a common find-
ing, but not always present. Gas-
trointestinal symptoms, including
diarrhea, have also been reported.
Severe illness can cause respira-
tory failure that requires mechan-
ical ventilation and support in an
intensive care unit.

The virus appears to cause
more severe disease in older peo-
ple, persons with weakened im-
mune systems and those with co-
morbidities or chronic diseases
such as renal disease, cancer,
chronic lung disease, and diabe-
tes. The WHO recommends for
people with these underlying
medical conditions to avoid close
contact with animals, particular-
ly dromedaries, when visiting
farms, markets, race tracks or
slaughterhouses where the virus
may be circulating.

General hygiene measures,
such as regular hand washing be-
fore and after touching animals and
avoiding contact with sick ani-
mals, should continue to be fol-
lowed.

People should also avoid han-
dling or consuming raw camel milk
or camel urine or eating meat that
has not been properly cooked.

alarabiya

The Kuwaiti government has
resigned barely three months af-
ter its formation, in the latest po-
litical standoff in the Gulf coun-
try.

Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad
Nawaf al-Sabah submitted the res-
ignation of his cabinet to the coun-
try’s crown prince on Monday,
state news agency KUNA report-
ed.

Crown Prince Sheikh Meshal
al-Ahmad al-Sabah, who has tak-
en over most of the emir’s duties,
last year named Sheikh Ahmad as
premier and called early legisla-
tive polls after dissolving the pre-
vious parliament to end feuding
that impeded fiscal reforms.

Tensions recently resurfaced
between Kuwait’s elected parlia-
ment and the government, sworn
in last October, as lawmakers
pressed for a debt relief bill, un-
der which the state would buy
Kuwaiti citizen’s personal loans,
and sought to question two min-
isters.

The prime minister submitted
the government’s resignation to
the crown prince “as a result of
what has become of the relation-
ship between the executive and
legislative authorities”, KUNA
reported citing a cabinet statement.

MP Shuaib al-Muwaizri, head
of parliament’s financial and eco-
nomic affairs committee, had said
in a Twitter post on Sunday that
personal debt relief would remain
on the table until the government
“officially presents just alterna-
tives” to increase wages, pensions
and social assistance for Kuwait-
is.

The wealthy oil-producing
Gulf nation has been trying to

Kuwaiti government resigns
after dispute with parliament

strengthen its finances as part of
structural reforms, including a
debt law that would allow the
state to tap international markets,
but which has faced legislative
gridlock.

Political bickering has for
years hampered investment and
reforms in Kuwait, which is heavi-
ly dependent on oil revenues, has
an expansive welfare system and
a public sector that employs
roughly 80 percent of its citizens.
Kuwaitis account for less than a
third of the population of 4.6 mil-
lion people.

Opposition figures made big
gains in September parliamentary
polls in the country, which bans
political parties but has given its
legislature more influence than
similar bodies in other Gulf mon-
archies.

Kuwait’s leadership has tried
to overcome political discord by
responding to key opposition de-
mands, including granting amnes-
ties to political dissidents, clamp-
ing down on perceived corruption
and restructuring some key insti-
tutions.

aljazeera

Pizza Hut is celebrating the
return of its big New Yorker piz-
za in a big way.

The pizzeria chain is trying
to break the record for the world’s
biggest pizza by making a gigan-
tic, New York-style pizza at the
Los Angeles Convention Center.

Pizza Hut with YouTube star
Airrack’s help made the 14,001-
square-foot (3,809 square meters)
pizza in hopes of breaking the
Guinness Book of World Records

Pizza Hut sets record for
‘world’s biggest pizza’

title.
To complete this herculean

task, the company had workers
lay out sheets of dough, paint on
layers of tomato sauce and then,
add the toppings.

The gargantuan pie had a to-
tal of 13,653 pounds (6,193 kilo-
grams) of dough, 4,948 pounds of
pizza sauce, more than 8,800
pounds of cheese and about
630,496 slices of
pepperoni, according to CNN.

Pizza Hut’s CEO told
Reuters that once the pizza is cer-
tified by the Guinness Book of
World Records, it will be cut into
68,000 slices and donated to local
food banks.

The previous record-holder
for the world’s largest pizza was
a group of Italian chefs, who set
the record in 2012. The gluten-
free pizza was 1,261.65 square
meters and named Ottavia.

Nj.COM

Hanafi also spoke about the
position and value of women
in the holy religion of Islam and
said that a woman enjoys spe-
cial rights and position in the
holy religion and hoped that
issues arising in this regard will
be resolved with understanding.

The Kabul Times

Deputy PM
Hanafi

discusses...
From P1

In the afternoon, I called him
on the phone saying: “The enemy
may be preparing for a very large
and extensive attack. They will
spend two or three days and then
go back. After they leave, we will
immediately arrive at the site.”

“Trust in Allah now, but we
have made all the preparations for
the war and we will see what hap-
pens,” he replied. I told him the
same thing with emphasis that the
foreign forces have prepared for a
big operation and we do not have
now enough forces and ammuni-
tions to fight on such a large-scale
offensive.

Do you know who this per-
son was?

Yes! This Shaheed was Mul-
lah Sultan Mohammad Saber, and
I was also in charge of the mili-
tary commission at that time. He
had a strong determination who
spent most of his life in Jihad and
serving the Mujahidin.

Shaheed Mullah Sultan Mo-

Memories of Jihad
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Shaheed Mullah Sultan Mohammad

hammad Akhund, son of Sufi
Khuday Raheem, the grandson of
the late Nizamuddin, was a resi-
dent of Shiwan village of Balabu-
lok district of the country’s Farah
province.

Born in 1336, he was a jihadi
commander during the Jihad
against the Russian Red Army and
during the former Islamic Emirate’s
rule, he was the brigade command-
er in Shandand district of Herat
province.

During jihad against the Amer-
ican occupation, he was appoint-
ed as in charge for the Jihadi oper-
ation for a while, in Farah prov-
ince.

He also performed duties as
the head of the provincial military
commission, under the Islamic
Emirate, in the province. Then, he
had duties during Jihad, as an ac-
tive member of the military com-
mission in the northern zone.

One of Shaheed Mullah Sul-
tan Mohammad Akhund’s senior

sons who fought against the Rus-
sians and the American occupants
with firm and strong determina-
tion and trained thousands of
Mujahidin for Jihad was Mullah
Mohammad Ibrahim Sabir, who
was a very kind and militarily ex-
perienced Mujahid.

After the martyrdom of Mul-
lah Mohammad Ibrahim Saber, the
responsibility of his jihadi front
was handed over to Mullah Mo-
hammad Tayyab Saber, another
son of Shaheed Haji Mullah Sa-
hib, who carried out the holy ji-
had and religious duties very well.

He was going on the right path
of Jihad was the leader of thou-
sands of Mujahidin and a brave
and pious person, finally, lost his
sweet life and become an eternal
martyr during an attack from the
American drone in the Zirkoh area
of Shindand district on the third
day of the month of Mizan in the
year 1391.

May his soul rest in peace

From Saudi Arabia to Myan-
mar and Iraq to Ethiopia, more and
more militaries across the world
are stockpiling Chinese combat
drones and deploying them on the
battlefield.

In Yemen, a Saudi-led coali-
tion has dispatched the Chinese
aircraft, also known as uncrewed
aerial vehicles or UAVs, as part of
a devastating air campaign that has
killed more than 8,000 Yemeni ci-
vilians in the past eight years. In
Iraq, authorities say they used
Chinese drones to carry out more

How China became the world’s leading
exporter of combat drones

than 260 air raids against ISIL
(ISIS) targets as of mid-2018, with
a success rate of nearly 100 per-
cent. In Myanmar, the military —
armed with Chinese drones — has
conducted hundreds of air attacks
on civilians and ethnic armed
groups opposed to its power grab
two years ago, while in Ethiopia,
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s
fleet of Chinese, Iranian and Turk-
ish drones was critical in helping
his forces thwart a rebel march in
2021 that threatened to overthrow
his government.

Other buyers of China’s com-
bat drones — aircraft that, in ad-
dition to intelligence gathering, can
also fire air-to-surface missiles —
include Morocco, Egypt, Algeria,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Pakistan and Serbia.

Data from the Stockholm In-
ternational Peace Research Insti-
tute (SIPRI), which tracks global
arms transfers, shows China has
delivered some 282 combat drones
to 17 countries in the past decade,
making it the world’s leading ex-
porter of the weaponised aircraft.

From P1

Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration

The Organization of Islamic
Cooperation bloc said the “pro-
vocative action... targets Mus-
lims, insults their sacred values,
and serves as further example of
the alarming level reached by Isla-
mophobia” and asked Sweden to
punish those behind a “hate
crime”.

Russian Foreign Ministry has
also denounced the act and asked
to bring those committed the vi-
cious act to justice.

“Burning the holy Quran is
the work of vicious people and
gangsters who should be taken
responsible for their act,” said the
Russian foreign ministry in the
statement.

The Kabul Times
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